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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)ffl This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable 
over Irons et al (US Patent no. 6,427,032) 

Regarding claim 1 , Iron discloses in figures 1 , 2 and 8 a system for automatic 
indexing and archiving of a plurality of paper documents in both hard and soft forms, 
said system comprising: a log management subsystem for managing a plurality of 
accesses to said system (figure 2, reference 220); a version management subsystem 
for managing a plurality of versions of a paper document (figures 8 and 9; col. 12, lines 
3-47); a consistency verification subsystem for managing consistency of archived paper 
documents (figures 2, references 227 and 228); and a cover page analysis subsystem 
for analyzing cover page of a paper document (figures 12-15, audit/action mechanism). 

3. Regarding claim 7, Iron discloses in figures 8 and 9 a system for managing 
documents wherein said log management subsystem comprises means for managing 
access logs comprising tracking of scanner usage, tracking of vault usage, tracking of 
printer usage, tracking of a plurality of paper document accesses, tracking of a plurality 
of folder accesses (labeling mechanism), and logging of usage information containing 
timestamp, user identifier, scanner identifier, bin identifier, printer identifier, eject bin 
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identifier, folder identifier, and document identifier (col. 4, lines 18-61; figures 5 and 6, 
tags). 

4. Regarding claim 8, Iron discloses in figures 12-15 wherein said version 
management subsystem comprises means for managing a plurality of versions of a 
paper document comprising scanning of a cover page with a pre-defined format of said 
paper document, analyzing of an image of said cover page, identification of "Version" 
field of said pre-defined format in said image, identification of an image segment 
following "Version" field of said pre-defined format in said image, recognizing of a 
plurality of characters in said image segment, determination of a document version 
number of said paper document based on said plurality of characters, determination of a 
folder corresponding to said paper document, obtaining of a folder version number of 
said folder, and creation of a new folder based on said document version and said 
folder version (col. 25, lines 41-54; col. 30, lines 23-41; col. 31, lines 12-26). 

5. Regarding claim 9, Iron discloses in figures 12-15 a system for managing 
documents wherein said consistency verification subsystem comprises means for 
managing consistency between a paper document stored in a vault and a folder stored 
in a database comprising comparison of document details in said paper document and 
said folder, comparison of creation details in said paper document and said folder, 
comparison of submission history in said paper document and said folder, pre- 
processing of a document page image of a page of said paper document, pre- 
processing of a folder page image of a page of said folder, wherein said folder page 
image corresponds with said document page image, comparison of said document page 
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image and said folder page image, and comparison of image of each of plurality of 
pages of said paper document with image of corresponding page of a plurality of pages 
of said folder (col. 25, lines 41-54). 

6. Regarding claim 10, Iron discloses in figures 12-15 a system for managing 
documents wherein said cover page analysis subsystem comprises means for 
analyzing a cover page in a pre-defined format of a paper document comprising 
obtaining of a plurality of field names in said pre-defined format, obtaining of a plurality 
of image segments, wherein each of said plurality of image segments follows a field 
name of said plurality of field names in said paper document, recognition of a plurality of 
characters in each of said plurality of image segments, and extraction of signature 
image based on signature field in said pre-defined format in said paper document (col. 
25, lines 41-54; col. 30, lines 23-41; col. 31, lines 12-26). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gerald Altman (US Patent no. 6,456,747) in view of LeBrun et al (US Patent no. 



6,043,819). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 7, Altman discloses in figures 11,14 and 14a a system 
for automatic indexing and archiving of a plurality of paper documents in both hard and 
soft forms, said system comprising: a log management subsystem for managing a 
plurality of accesses to said system and wherein said log management subsystem 
comprises means for managing access logs comprising tracking of scanner usage, 
tracking of vault usage, tracking of printer usage, tracking of a plurality of paper 
document.accesses, tracking of a plurality of folder accesses, and logging of usage 
information containing timestamp, user identifier, scanner identifier, bin identifier, printer 
identifier, eject bin identifier, folder identifier, and document identifier (col. 7, lines 42-67; 
col. 8, lines 19-30; col. 9, lines 22-51 ). Altman does not disclose an access 
management subsystem, a version management subsystem, a consistency verification 
subsystem; and a cover page analysis subsystem but is disclose in LeBrun. 
9. LeBrun discloses in figures 1 and 3-6 an information management system 
comprising: a version management subsystem for managing a plurality of versions of a 
paper document (figure 1B, control computer); a consistency verification subsystem for 
managing consistency of archived paper documents (figure 3, references 88, 90, 94, 96, 
98, 100) ; and a cover page analysis subsystem for analyzing cover page of a paper 
document (abstract). It would have been obvious by one having ordinary skill in the art, 
at the time of the invention, to use the information management system disclosed in 
LeBrun in the system of Altman so as to have the system electronically carve and read 
specific data fields automatically (col. 2, lines 57-66). 
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10. Regarding claim 8, LeBrun discloses in figures 1 and 3-6 an information 
management system wherein said version management subsystem comprises means 
for managing a plurality of versions of a paper document comprising scanning of a 
cover page with a pre-defined format of said paper document, analyzing of an image of 
said cover page, identification of "Version" field of said pre-defined format in said image, 
identification of an image segment following "Version" field of said pre-defined format in 
said image, recognizing of a plurality of characters in said image segment, 
determination of a document version number of said paper document based on said 
plurality of characters, determination of a folder corresponding to said paper document, 
obtaining of a folder version number of said folder, and creation of a new folder based 
on said document version and said folder version (figure 1 B, control computer). 

11. Regarding claim 9, LeBrun discloses in figures 1 and 3-6 an information 
management system wherein said consistency verification subsystem comprises means 
for managing consistency between a paper document stored in a vault and a folder 
stored in a database comprising comparison of document details in said paper 
document and said folder, comparison of creation details in said paper document and 
said folder, comparison of submission history in said paper document and said folder, 
pre-processing of a document page image of a page of said paper document, pre- 
processing of a folder page image of a page of said folder, wherein said folder page 
image corresponds with said document page image, comparison of said document page 
image and said folder page image, and comparison of image of each of plurality of 



Application/Control Number: 10/823,293 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2163 

pages of said paper document with image of corresponding page of a plurality of pages 
of said folder (col. 17, lines 14-37). 

12. Regarding claim 10, LeBrun discloses in figures 1 and 3-6 an information 
management system wherein said cover page analysis subsystem comprises means for 
analyzing a cover page in a pre-defined format of a paper document comprising 
obtaining of a plurality of field names in said pre-defined format, obtaining of a plurality 
of image segments, wherein each of said plurality of image segments follows a field 
name of said plurality of field names in said paper document, recognition of a plurality of 
characters in each of said plurality of image segments, and extraction of signature 
image based on signature field in said pre-defined format in said paper document (col. 
2, lines 57-67 to col. 3, lines 1-13). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 7-10 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marie Antoinette Cabucos whose telephone number is 
571-272-8582. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don K. Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Marie Antoinette Cabucos 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2163 




